
 

 
 
 

 
OVERVIEW GRADES TK-8 

 

ST. PERPETUA PHILOSOPHY & MISSION STATEMENT  
 
PHILOSOPHY 
St. Perpetua School is committed to creating and nurturing a safe and healthy learning 
environment, which fosters community and the achievement of religious and educational 
goals. This environment is characterized by trust, professionalism, realistic expectations 
for each student, and a respect for diversity. 
 
Our philosophy promotes the development of the whole person: spiritually, academically, 
socially, and physically.  In partnership with parents who are the primary educators, we 
continue to provide and develop interesting, yet challenging, programs designed to meet 
the various and changing needs of all our students.  
 
St. Perpetua students are prepared to meet the challenges of our society through 
developing skills in accountability, independence, leadership, and scholarship. Our 
mission statement drives the school's nurturing environment, which focuses on Catholic 
values and high academic standards. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The St. Perpetua Parish School community nurtures each student in a safe environment 
rich in Catholic values and academic excellence. 
   

• We are determined to provide our students in grades K-8 with the gospel values 
and the skills to meet the challenges of our changing world. 

• We are committed to a dynamic and constantly improving environment of 
academic excellence, spiritual awareness, emotional support, and physical well-
being. 

• We believe that our Administration, Teachers, Parents, and Students are all 
accountable for the fulfillment of our goals.  We pledge our joint efforts to these 
ends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 
A St. Perpetua student exhibits knowledge, skills, and attitudes consistent with an 
individual who is… 
 
A student of Catholic Faith. He/She . . .   

• Has a sincere relationship with God based in prayer 
• Knows, understands, and practices the doctrines and traditions of my Catholic faith 
• Strives to live like Jesus in how I conduct myself 
• Shares my God-given talents in service to others 

A life-long learner. He/She . . .  
• Performs at or above established academic expectations 
• Works indepentently and collaboratively 
• Utilizes all sources of information ethically (research/technology/tools) 
• Strives to be organized, set and meet goals, and evaluates my performance 
• Accepts challenges and explores new ideas and learning styles  
 

A well-rounded person who is respectful of our world and all of its cultures. He/She . . .  
• Is aware of and respects others’ feelings and opinions 
• Communicates effectively to solve problems and resolve conflicts 
• Takes responsibility for my own actions 
• Is a good steward of the Earth 
• Explores and appreciates the contributions of diverse cultures and beliefs 



 

 
 
 

 

SCHOOL FACILITIES 
 
St. Perpetua School is very proud of its state-of the art facilities, which offer students the 
opportunity to learn in a functional and inspiring environment.  The school has been 
completely renovated in the last ten years, including a major second-floor addition and 
continues to improve the campus every year.   Following are highlights of additions to the 
school campus: 
 

• New mobile Apple iPad/MacBook Learning Lab, providing flexible and 
convenient wireless access to technology, easily transforming any classroom into a 
digital learning environment 

• Newly remodeled classrooms, main hallway & administrative offices 
• Updated kindergarten classroom and Panther House, with many new games and 

equipment for our after-school program 
• Promethean white boards in all classrooms and science/art lab 
• Multi-media technology center complete with new Macintosh computers to 

accommodate entire classes 
• Comprehensive library and resource center  
• Fully-equipped, state-of-the-art science and art laboratory  
• Breakout rooms for small group discussion and individualized instruction 
• Acclaimed Garden of Learning with outdoor classroom 
• Fully equipped catering kitchen for lunch program and weekly Café Perpetua 

community coffee shop 
• Spacious teachers’ lounge with kitchen and restroom 
• New play structure, playground surfacing, and adjustable basketball hoops 
• New lunch areas with shade structures and outdoor lunch tables 
• Outdoor amphitheater 
• Staircase and surrounding landscape connecting lower school campus and church 

with upper play lot, parking and parish office, equipped with handicap ramp 
• New lighting for upper and lower parking lots 
• Sports lawn on upper level and on hillside behind kindergarten 

 

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN 
 
The transitional kindergarten program began in August 2014. Children turning five by 
December first are eligible to participate in this program at the start of the school year. 
Children with birthdays after December first will be eligible once they turn five.  
 
Our transitional kindergarten program runs from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. out of our Panther 
House facility.  This room is exclusively used by our youngest students during their four 
hours on campus and is designed to meet their instructional, emotional, and social needs. 
 
An experienced teacher plans and coordinates all of their curriculum, including reading, 
language arts, math, social studies and science.  The students also enjoy physical 



 

 
 
 

education, music, and library each week.  Parents have many opportunities to volunteer in 
the classroom as well as on field trips.   
 

EARLY BIRD/LATE BIRD KINDERGARTEN 
 
Our Kindergarten class comprised of two sessions, allowing for small group academic 
focus and larger group socialization, all in a classroom designed to meet the needs of our 
youngest students.   
 
A fully-credentialed, experienced teacher, aided by an instructional assistant, plans and 
coordinates all the core learning activities - reading, language arts, math, social studies 
and science - for the kindergarten students.  Parents have many opportunities to volunteer 
for kindergarten activities and field trips.   
 
Kindergarten students also have regularly scheduled classes in religion, art, music, PE, 
computer and garden.  These enrichment classes supplement and are often coordinated 
with the strong foundation laid through carefully-planned instruction in the homeroom 
setting. 
 
The joy of learning and the natural inquisitiveness of young children is nurtured through 
St. Perpetua’s kindergarten program, as well as the acquisition and refinement of the 
desired academic skills.  The kindergarten year at St. Perpetua School provides an 
extraordinary and wondrous learning experience! 
 

A DISTINCTIVE JUNIOR HIGH EXPERIENCE 
 
Rigorous academic expectations, differentiated instruction, professional and passionate 
faculty members, and a variety of teaching tools create a dynamic and high-caliber 
education preparing students for high school success.  
 
We recognize that middle school is a time of unique developmental change in adolescents. 
Our nurturing environment encourages students not only to think for themselves, but also 
to think about the people and places that comprise their surrounding environment.  Guided 
by the school’s inclusive, values-driven philosophy, students learn to build and nurture 
friendships and teacher relationships, gain confidence, and flourish as learners and leaders. 
 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
 
A solid academic foundation is paramount to student success.  Our top-notch faculty 
strives to provide a comprehensive, relevant and challenging curriculum, preparing 
students to enter higher education with competence and confidence.  Throughout the 
program students are encouraged to accept challenges and explore new ideas.  The 
presence of multiple intelligences is valued, and a variety of teaching strategies and 
differentiated instruction to demonstrate this value are employed. 
  
We emphasize academic excellence through critical thinking, intellectual thought, writing, 
creative expression, and problem solving across all academic areas through a variety of 
teaching methods including differentiated instruction.  



 

 
 
 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 

The St. Perpetua math program is aligned with and surpasses national, state and 
Diocesan curriculum standards.  Math teachers use a variety of teaching methods 
to meet the different levels and learning styles of each student.  An array of 
technology tools are incorporated daily such as promethean interactive boards, 
inter-write pads, iPads, computers and document cameras. The use of visual tools, 
manipulatives, group problem solving sessions, writing assignments and long-term 
projects are also part of the curriculum.   Additionally, students are assessed 
throughout the year to gauge student mastery and guide instructional decisions. 

 
SCIENCE 

Through a hands-on science approach in our fully-equipped science laboratory, 
students learn to understand their place in the world and their impact on the 
environment, while developing the ability to form hypotheses, make observations, 
collect data and draw conclusions.  Areas of earth, life, and physical science are 
taught each year.  Students also have access to our award-winning Garden of 
Learning outdoor classroom environment for hands-on experiences in science and 
environmental awareness. St. Perpetua School junior high students present 
experiments at our annual science fair, eagerly attended by students of all ages. 

 
TECHNOLOGY 

Technology is integrated into lesson plans and assessment and is taught during 
specific technology instruction to students.  The staff regularly attends professional 
development regarding technology, sharing best practices, and arranging 
opportunities for similar professional development for the faculty. 
 
Technology is an integral part of each student’s learning experience at St. Perpetua 
School and is integrated into the daily classroom experience. St. Perpetua School 
leverages technology through:  
 
§ A new state-of-the-art information technology center, complete with computers 

for every student. 
§ Interactive Promethean white boards or SMART boards in every classroom, 

featuring inter-write pads and document cameras.  Plus, learner response 
devices provide opportunities for student involvement and assessment, and 
allows teachers to deliver dynamic lessons tailored to the immediate 
assessment of student performance. 

§ A brand-new Mobile Apple iPad/MacBook Learning Lab cart providing 
flexible and convenient wireless access to technology, easily transforming any 
classroom into a digital learning environment. 

 
Technology is also incorporated into the various curriculum strands through lesson 
plans, student projects and assessment.  St. Perpetua School students follow the 
ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) standards, which 
identify higher-order thinking skills, digital citizenship, digital tools for research, 
and knowledge of systems and applications. Due to the ever-changing environment 
of technology, our students learn how to navigate through various programs and 
use different types of technology to solve problems and aide learning. 
 

 



 

 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
The social studies curriculum includes the study of people and communities, today 
and in the past, in the United States and in other countries. The study of the United 
States and its government includes the cultures and political roots of people who 
make up the “American Mosaic.” This multi-cultural approach provides an 
understanding and deep appreciation of American ideals, heritage and way of life. 
A wide array of material is covered through in-class reading, power-point lectures, 
informal discussions, group projects, and reports that challenge and engage our 
students.   
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
Language Arts provide sequential development in four areas: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Phonics is a strong element in the integrated language 
approach in grades K-2.  Storytelling, creative drama, and play reading provide 
added enrichment throughout the grades.  The teachers of language arts use the 6-
traits writing schema to provide a vibrant and motivating language arts program. 
Standard grammar and vocabulary are woven into the daily usage of language and 
writing skills.  
 
Reports, journal writing, reader circles, skits, video critiques and many other oral 
and written techniques are used to enhance the building of basic reading and 
writing skills, as well as encourage creative writing and the continued growth of 
student imagination.  
 

RELIGION 
The religion program helps students explore their faith, develop morally, and grow 
in religious understanding and practice. While St. Perpetua School is centered on 
the Catholic faith, students of all faiths are welcome.  Our community is built on a 
foundation of Christian values and students explore the teachings of the Catholic 
faith through study, discussion, reflection and prayer.  Students will also increase 
their understanding of how their own beliefs and actions affect their daily lives and 
the lives of those around them.  Faith formation is an essential element of the 
curriculum and is developed to align with approved Diocesan guidelines. Students 
attend mass, prayer services and join Faith Families. Their faith development is 
also experienced through other dimensions including participation in the 
sacraments, community and service to others.   
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
The Spanish program begins in 2nd grade, with an introduction to Spanish 
language, vocabulary and simple dialogue.  Students then take a standard one-year 
academic course over the three junior high years. In addition to learning grammar 
and language skills, a continued goal is to help students develop respect for the 
world and its cultures.  Cultural values are explored and Spanish holidays and feast 
days are celebrated.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
The St. Perpetua physical education/health program promotes a healthy body and lifestyle. 
It encourages physical fitness, confidence, appreciation for team play and self-expression 
built upon a challenging and fun curriculum, and a variety of organized outdoor activities. 



 

 
 
 

The curriculum is designed to focus on movement concepts, skill themes and wellness 
concepts, with the goal of developing physical competence, which leads to confidence and 
participation in physical activity for a lifetime.  
 
To help students develop and maintain healthy bodies and minds, the school encourages 
students to participate in extracurricular sports like CYO basketball, volleyball and track.  
Specialized on-site sports clinics (e.g., soccer) are also offered after school.  “Field Day” 
is a year-end event that kicks off summer with an Olympic-like competition across various 
grades. 
 

MUSIC & THE ARTS 
 
MUSIC 

Music is an art that connects with students in different ways – mentally, physically, 
emotionally, creatively, and spiritually.  Music is important and ever present at St. 
Perpetua School.  It is woven through the students’ experiences in a variety of 
ways.  Our music program explores the elements of music – melody, rhythm, 
harmony, form, timbre (instruments) and basic music theory – through singing, 
listening, movement, games, individual performances, and creative activities.  In 
addition to the classroom visual arts and music curricula, students can become 
involved in class choirs for mass preparation and/or the unique on-site instrumental 
music program.  Music teachers are sub-contracted to teach lessons in piano, 
violin, viola, flute, cello, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, drums, and 
guitar.  These students perform in a spring recital, and students who play band 
instruments perform in the honor band concert with students from several other 
schools each year in May.  

 
ART 

Art is essential to learning, both as an academic skill and as a form of self 
expression.  St. Perpetua School’s art program focuses on the creative process and 
the development of fundamental skills in a variety of media.  Weekly art lessons 
are comprised of basic elements of art and design (line, color, texture, shape, etc.), 
new techniques to improve drawing, shading, perspective and use of color, and an 
appreciation of historical works of art.  

 
PERFORMING ARTS 

Support for the growth of individual talents is also made possible through our 
performing arts program.  St. Perpetua students have several opportunities to 
attend musical performance throughout the year, actively participating in regular 
prayer services, often involving oral speaking and choral performances. 
 
Other annual performances may include: a Christmas pageant, spring musical, 
talent show and Special Person’s Day, where classes prepare dance routines to  
 
perform for family and friends they have invited to join them for lunch and the 
event. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

STUDENT ENRICHMENT & EDUCATION (SEEDS) 
 
St. Perpetua School proudly features a comprehensive self-funded enrichment program to 
broaden educational experiences for all students.  A unique parent-led initiative, SEEDs 
raises funds throughout the year to provide fulfilling enrichment activities to support and 
enhance the curriculum. 
 
Students attend many stimulating and informative academic and cultural field trips within 
the Bay Area and beyond.  Examples of experiences both on campus and off-site include: 
 

• San Francisco Symphony 
• Chabot Space & Science Center 
• Academy of Sciences 
• San Jose Tech Museum 
• Columbia Gold Rush 
• Colonial Days 
• Cal Shakes 
• Civil War Days 
• Lawrence Hall of Science 
• Local dance and theatrical productions (e.g., Lesher Center performances, 

Shakespeare, CAPA Nutcracker, etc.)  
 
Students, individually, or in groups, can share their knowledge and challenge themselves 
by participating in school competitions, like the annual Scripps Spelling Bee and National 
Geographic Geography Bee, where the winners of each contest go on to compete in 
regional, and in some cases, state competitions.  Students also have opportunities to enter 
writing, poetry and art contests throughout the school year. 
 

LEARNING BY GIVING 
 
Students broaden their perspectives through community and international outreach, 
service projects, and hands-on philanthropic efforts, offering students the rewarding 
opportunity to share their gifts with others.  These programs support our school’s core 
values and inspire students to reach out and make a difference in their community. 
 
Following are a few of the causes supported by our school: 

• A World of Change 
• Friendly Manor 
• Monument Crisis Center 
• Samaritan House 
• Shelter, Inc (Jr. High Outreach Program) 
• St. Martin de Porres (our Oakland Diocese Sister School) 

 
The Mission Effectiveness Committee, a subcommittee of the St. Perpetua School Board, 
focuses on involving our students with service learning projects that result in positive 
actions that make a difference to others.  Goals include promoting student empowerment 
and ownership while applying the principles of Catholic social teaching.  In addition, it is  



 

 
 
 

expected that each student will realize the value of their efforts to those in need, how the 
foundation of their Catholic faith and education contributed to their success, and the 
significance of setting a positive example for their underclassmen.   
 
A World of Change is a program launched in 2009 to give each class the opportunity to 
reach out to an individual child in need from around the world.  Every grade level has 
been assigned a student from another country, with whom they communicate and provide 
financial support from their own earnings.  As students advance through their St. Perpetua 
experience, their companion student advances along with the class, making it possible to 
truly get to know how they are touching another’s life through their support. 
 
In 2010, St. Perpetua School also launched the Junior High Outreach Program, known as 
the JHOP.  Our Junior High students lead, own and participate in this outreach program 
with Shelter, Inc., in which they plan a menu, shop for food, cook the entire meal and 
serve it to the homeless at Shelter, Inc.   
 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
 
An important aspect of the St. Perpetua School experience is how students are taught and 
encouraged to take responsibility for their actions.  They learn to set goals and take steps 
to achieve them using time management and organizational skills. Throughout the year, 
students are given multiple opportunities to practice and strengthen both oral and written 
communication skills.  Teachers promote the development of empathy and Catholic values 
along with the use of effective communication skills for resolving conflict and 
demonstrating respect for self and others.  Several meaningful opportunities are provided 
for students to develop leadership and mentoring skills.  They are encouraged to develop 
relationships with students from other grades, fostering a community of respect and 
responsibility. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

St. Perpetua School has an active Student Leadership that works closely with 
faculty and students to help orchestrate school activities and spirit-building events.  
Student Leadership enables students to experience and develop leadership, 
communication and organizational skills. Twice a month, the leadership team is 
responsible for planning and running “Town Hall” meetings, attended by all 
students and faculty/staff.  These Town Hall meetings promote school spirit and 
rally students to participate in fundraisers that support school and community 
outreach programs. Starting in 3rd grade, students may be a part of a Student 
Leadership Committee, while junior high students are eligible to run for key 
Student Leadership offices. In late August, incoming Student Leadership members 
are encouraged to attend a two-day session to build leadership skills, develop 
goals, and bond as a group.   
 

FAITH FAMILIES & CLASS BUDDIES 
Our Faith Family and Class Buddy programs inspire older students to be leaders 
and strong role models for their younger counterparts, creating a feeling of 
community throughout the school.  Faith Families, led by the seventh and eighth 
graders, with members from each grade, participate in at least three annual 
outreach projects such as the Monument Crisis Center food drive and Christmas 
stocking preparation for the Friendly Manor Shelter.  Buddies also attend mass 
together and at the end of the year, participate in “Field Day” opening and closing 



 

 
 
 

ceremonies together.  
 

YEARBOOK 
The eighth grade class produces the annual St. Perpetua School yearbook, leading 
the entire process, from initial planning and picture taking, to final writing, editing 
and digital production.  

 

PANTHER HOUSE/EXTENDED CARE PROGRAM 
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EMOTIONAL ENRICHMENT & SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

St. Perpetua School students benefit by having access to an on-site counselor and special 
needs coordinator who can assist students and their families during challenging times.  
Both professionals collaborate with classroom teachers formally and informally through 
articulation meetings and Student Success Team (SST) meetings to create a system of 
support for all students.   
 
Our counselor is available two days a week and by appointment to help families deal with 
specific issues or the many pressures of everyday life. The counselor also provides 
classroom presentations, student groups and parent education on relevant topics such as 
wellness, stress, bullying and transitions.   
 
The special needs coordinator (SNC) provides support for students identified as having 
special needs.  The SNC is available three days a week to tutor individuals and small 
groups and is supported by additional part-time faculty.  The SNC assists teachers in 
making modifications and accommodations within the classroom and facilitates 
communication among teachers, students, parents, private tutors, and testing services. 
  
 
 



 

 
 
 

A CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY 
 
The most recent WCEA/WASC (Western Catholic Educational Association/Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges) accreditation survey of the parents resulted in an 
overwhelming response that they sent their children to St. Perpetua School for the 
religious atmosphere, safe environment and the presence of good discipline and academic 
excellence.  
 
Other strengths mentioned include: 

• Maintenance of a small, faith-based, caring community, managed by appropriate 
discipline and resulting in well-behaved students 

• Modeling and teaching a faith-based curriculum resulting in a quality religious 
education 

• Employing professional teachers who care about their students 
• Requiring parent participation and leadership, resulting in a close-knit family 

network 
• Providing a wonderful and always improving facility 
 

COMMUNITY 
 
The school offers many opportunities for community social gatherings, widely attended by 
parents, students, faculty and staff:  
 
Family Picnic and Mass – a welcoming gathering kicks off the new school year 
Parent Socials – hosted by room parents for each class at beginning of the school year 
Parish Carnival – a school and parish day of family fun, games and prizes 
St. Perpetua Tee Off for Technology – a fall golf event and fundraiser that provides for 
new technology additions to the school each year (typically a sold-out event) 
Taste of St. Perpetua – a beautiful evening to socialize, sample foods prepared by our 
very own talented “chefs,” and to taste an array of wine pairings (another sold-out event) 
Peppermint Shoppe – a heartwarming Christmas shopping experience for families, in 
which junior high students serve as elves helping little ones purchase small gifts for their 
loved ones 
Sweetheart Ball – also a sell-out event, this annual auction fundraiser brings dads and 
their daughters (or uncles/grandfathers and their nieces/granddaughters) together to spend 
a special evening together in early February 
Annual School Auction & Social Events – a gala fundraising event in March, with 
several associated social events hosted and purchased by attendees:  Principal’s Dinner, 
Father John’s Dinner, Mother-Son Movie Night, Poker under the Stars, Mom’s Margarita 
Night, Flip Flops & Lemon Drops, Couples Ping Pong Tournament and many more  
Camp Panther Paw – an auction item hosted by St. Perpetua teachers—a campy evening 
of fun, games and s’mores for lower grades, with junior high camp counselors who attend 
a junior high dance at the end of the evening 
Special Person’s Day – musical/dance performances and luncheon hosted for family, 
friends and guests specially invited by each student 
 
St. Perpetua School has gained a reputation of being a close-knit, family-oriented 
community.  It is truly part of what distinguishes the school in the minds of students, 



 

 
 
 

parents and faculty, reinforcing the supportive atmosphere characterized by the school’s 
academic experience. 
 

COMMITTED EDUCATORS 
 

St. Perpetua School is very proud of its top-notch community of faculty and staff who 
combine scholarship, experience and talent to help create an unparalleled learning and 
growing environment for students. Our professional, collaborative and dedicated teachers 
earn the respect of both students and parents by exhibiting their unique attention to the 
needs of individual students. 
 
Many of our educators have been at St. Perpetua School for several years.  Twelve of our 
current faculty/staff members have over five years of experience at the school, half of 
whom have over twice that time.  The school also boasts a fabulous team of instructional 
assistants for grades K - 5 who actively support our core teachers in their efforts to 
achieve and exceed high standards of academic and personal growth.  
 

TESTIMONIALS 
 
FROM OUR STUDENTS 
 
Seventh and Eighth Graders: 
 
“The spirit of St. Perpetua School is something no other school has. We have the love of 
God, we have faith, and we have hope. But most of all, what makes us special is that we 
have each other. Without each other, there wouldn’t be a Spirit of St. Perpetua.” 
 
“I love that you can just be yourself at St. Perpetua, and everyone gets along. I love how 
we are close with the younger grades and we are all one community.” 
 
”The spirit of St. P's means being kind to others, sharing what we have, and respecting 
each other in everything we do.”   
 
“What the spirit of St. Perpetua means to me is a second family.  I walk onto the school 
campus and feel happiness.”  
  
“It’s a place where everyone cares about everyone. You know if anything were to happen 
to you, your classmates and your teachers would be there in a flick of a second.” 
 
“Two words I think of when I think of St. Perpetua School are happiness and academics. 
You have so much fun, which is where the happiness comes in, yet you receive strong 
academics that will help you succeed in daily and future life.” 
 
“My school friends are one of the things I love most about St. Perpetua. They back you up, 
stand by your side, and give you a little push. I call them the building blocks of my life.” 
 
“The words and thoughts that come to mind when I think of St. Perpetua are love, joy, 
happiness, spirit, laughter, shining brightly, and the smiles on everyone’s faces (even the 
faculty) when entering the beautiful surrounding of St. Perpetua.”. 
 



 

 
 
 

“I love that we have Faith Families where we learn the joy of helping others and doing 
things together with children of all different ages. When I think of St. Perpetua, I think of 
love, family, and togetherness, because that is what our school is all about.” 
 
“The spirit of St. Perpetua means that I am part of something greater than a school, a 
caring family that will build me up and always love me.” 
 
Sixth Graders: 
 
“The spirit of St. Perpetua means a loving, caring, welcoming, and most of all, a 
respectful community.” 
 
“St. Perpetua is about praying and being one whole family. Words that describe St. 
Perpetua are respect, love, hope, pray.” 
 
“What I love most about St. Perpetua School is all of the loving teachers, kind students, 
and playing football at recess.” 
 
“The words that come to my mind about St. Perpetua are spirit, sportsmanship, 
togetherness and respect.  My thoughts are being together in one special Catholic school 
family, learning about God and treating each other kindly and with respect, like in a big 
family.  I am comfortable with this school because the students here are kind, gentle, and 
safe.” 
  
“When I think of St. Perpetua, I think of sharing, hope, love, building strong individuals, 
setting goals, aiming for the stars, kindness, strong leadership, safety, and a bright light.” 
  
“St. Perpetua is not a regular school. The teachers are encouraging, the students are silly 
but smart, and the Town Hall meetings make me feel like my opinion counts.” 
 
“St. Perpetua makes me think of my nice friends who cheer me up when I am sad, my 
spirit-filled teachers who teach me so many things, and the loving principal whose main 
objective is to keep me happy.” 
 
Fourth and Fifth Graders: 
 
“The spirit of St. Perpetua is how well everyone respects and takes care of this school and 
how lucky I am to be able to go to St. Perpetua. The student council thinks of great 
fundraisers and contests too!” 
 
“To me, St. Perpetua means joyful, spirited and passionate. I love the Garden of Learning 
and the great education.” 
 
“St. Perpetua is about caring for others, being good to each other, and feeding the 
hungry.” 
 
“Words that come to mind when I think of St. Perpetua are fun, homework, respectable 
teachers, loving, care, and Panther pride!” 
 
 “At St. Perpetua, we are a faithful school and show our love by helping others.” 
 
Second Graders: 
 
“I love St. Perpetua because we believe in God and can celebrate Christmas!” 



 

 
 
 

 
“I love St. Perpetua because of all the donut sales, Town Hall meetings, and fun 
contests.” 
 
“I love St. Perpetua because we learn a lot from wonderful teachers.” 
 
FROM OUR GRADUATES 
“I felt prepared to handle the difficult academic challenges of high school, but I am most 
thankful that I have the character and confidence to face the social challenges of high 
school today.” 
 
“Now in high school, my teachers tell me how impressed they are with my 
study, organizational, leadership skills and confidence.” 
 
FROM OUR TEACHERS 
“I love to see Jr. High students interacting with and mentoring younger students and 
siblings – it’s a type of support and community unique to St. Ps.”    
 
“I watch children start as Kindergarteners and grow into 8th grade human beings, 
graduating with integrity, strong character, self confidence and ability to succeed.”  
 
"St. Perpetua School provides a loving, caring environment in which students can grow, 
learn to look out for each other, and become the best they can be." 
 
FROM OUR PARENTS 
“I have been incredibly impressed with the constant quest for academic improvement at 
every level, striving to exceed the highest standards as well as employing the latest and 
greatest technology and instructional tools.  I have complete faith that my child is 
receiving an academic preparation comparable with our impressive local schools.” 
 
“I see all the junior high teachers every day at pick up, and find them to be readily 
accessible.  I feel like I am closely connected to what is happening at school in every 
aspect.” 
 
”St. Perpetua School embodies, encourages and expresses the values we strive for at 
home.”  
  
”With kids spanning several grades, I am thrilled that all are able to interact and mentor 
one another at school -- a dream come true -- and a way to keep my older ones a little 
younger for a little longer.” 



 

 
 
 

 

PARENT LIAISONS 
 
Current St. Perpetua School parents are a valuable resource to prospective families, to gain 
greater insight on the school for children at various ages.  To assist you in your 
consideration of St. Perpetua School, we welcome you to contact any of the following 
parents to inquire about their experience, answer any remaining questions you may have, 
or to meet in person for a cup of coffee one Friday morning at Café Perpetua! 
 

Christine & Mark Ayers – 925.377.0291 or christineayers04@gmail.com 
 2nd grade girl, 5th grade boy 
 
Jessica & James Bacon – 925.284.1782 or jjbacon@gmail.com 
 2nd grade boy, 4th grade girl 
 
Monica & Chet Chappell – 925.283.8838 or monicachappell@comcast.net 
 7th grade girl, 2013 graduate boy 
 
Chris and Bill Flitter – 925.934.1773 or cflitter@mac.com 
 2nd grade girl, 6th grade boy 
 
Liz & Steve Haggerty – 925.299.9090 or lizhaggerty@gmail.com 
 3rd grade girl, 4th grade boy, 6th grade girl 
 
Jen & Trey Heiskell – 925.385.0100 or theheiskells@comcast.net 
 4th grade boy, 7th grade girl 
 
Lisa & Dan Hoskins – 925.386.0300 or lisa@hoskinsmarketing.com 
 5th grade girl, 7th grade boy, 2013 graduate boy 
 
Suzanne & Matt Kroger – 925.253.4423 or krogerse@gmail.com 
 1st grade boy 

 
Andrea & Mike Ruane – 925.376.3204 or marclan@sbcglobal.net 
 6th grade boy, 8th grade girl, 2014 graduate girl 
 
Jennie & Sam Swan – 925.254.5480 or jenniferswan@comcast.net 

5th grade girl, 2014 graduate girl, 2010 graduate twin boys, 2008 graduate 
girl 

 
Mollie & Kris Van Stralen – 925.386.0401 or van_stralen@comcast.net 
 5th grade boy, 7th grade girl, 2014 graduate girl 



 

 
 
 

 

 DIRECTIONS 
 
FROM DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE: 
 

§ Follow Moraga Road south for .6 miles 
§ Turn left on Hamlin Road 
§ St. Perpetua is .5 miles on your right 

 
St. Perpetua School 
3445 Hamlin Road 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
925.284.1640 
stperpetua.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 


